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TER-CENTENARY  ANNIVERSARY 

CF  THE 

'^MINOR — MINER  FAMILY 

IN  AMERICA 
INTRODUCTORY 

The  founding  of  the  Minor-Miner  family  in  America 
was  contemporaneous  with  that  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  three  hundred  years  ago.  Since  then,  in 
all  periods  there  have  gone  forth  from  it  many  illustrious 
and  honored  men ;  and  its  history  combines  many  indi¬ 
viduals  who  have  exerted  a  strong  influence  on  the 
history  of  our  nation. 

In  this  day  of  increased  knowledge  and  scientific 
achievement,  when  men  run  to  and  fro  and  remarkable 
discoveries  follow  in  truly  wonderful  though  logical  suc¬ 
cession,  there  are  writers  on  biographical  subjects  who, 
with  a  keen  eye  to  a  critical  and  interpretive  analysis, 
could  seize  upon  many  combinations  of  prominent  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  family,  and  tracing  both  in  ascent  and  descent, 
with  vivid  imagination  and  clever  descriptive  ability, 
link  together  the  very  qualities  of  greatness  common  in 
the  stock.  I  perceive  this  could  be  done  in  the  Minor 
family,  and  among  the  many  distinguished  personalities, 
nationally  known  and  open  for  such  a  comparative  study 
might  be  the  following  three:  Adoniram  Judson,  Gen¬ 
eral  U.  S.  Grant  and  John  D.  Rockefeller,  each  pre¬ 
eminent  in  his  line.  But  such  is  not  our  purpose  and 
we  leave  these  topics  for  the  display  of  genius  to  those  so 
inclined  and  better  fitted  for  the  task. 

It  was  thought  advisable,  with  the  information  at 
hand,  to  prepare  this  paper  rather  as  a  temporary  family 
memorial,  to  recite  concisely  the  early  beginnings,  to 
describe  briefly  a  few  important  events  in  which  des¬ 
cendants  have  had  a  more  or  less  prominent  part,  to 
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mention  some  -the  more  conspicuous  members  and  to 
indicate  some  of  their  wide  fields  of  endeavor;  thus  to 
commemorate  the  anniversary  of  an  event,  which, 
whether  or  not  it  be  generally  known  or  recognized,  was 
important  not  only  to  thousands  of  our  citizens  but  to 
the  country  also. 

It  is  intended  also  to  furnish  some  general  facts  re¬ 
garding  the  Minor  family  to  members  interested  in  the 
topic,  but  beyond  indicating  broad  general  lines  of  a 
family  history,  this  article  cannot  go.  The  compiler’s 
information  leads  him  to  believe  that  all  names  listed 
herein  are  descendants  of  Thomas  Minor  and  Grace  Pal¬ 
mer  but  there  are  a  few  whose  places  in  the  family  lines 
are  not  definitely  fixed.  If  this  Essay  should  go  to  any 
person  appreciative  of  the  effort,  who  considers  it  worth 
preserving,  even  temporarily,  the  compiler  will  feel  am¬ 
ply  repaid.  In  it  all  he  has  been  greatly  influenced  by 
the  words  of  Edward  Everett: 

“Let  us  gather  up  the  traditions  that  still  exist ;  let 
us  show  the  world  that,  if  we  are  not  called  to  follow 
the  example  of  our  fathers,  we  are  not  at  least  insensible 
to  the  worth  of  their  characters:  not  indifferent  to  the 
sacrifices  and  trials  by  which  they  purchased  our 
prosperity.” 

W.  R.  MACK. 
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Ter-Centenary  Anniversary  of  the  Minor-Miner  Family 

in  America. 


Three  hundred  years  ago,  this  year,  Thomas  Minor, 
then  a  young  man  of  22  years,  immigrated  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  the  “Arbella.”  He  was  a  fellow  passenger  with 
Gov.  Winthrop,  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  and  other  assist¬ 
ants  of  the  Massachusetts  Company.  They  sailed  from 
England  on  the  12th  of  April,  with  a  total  fleet  of  14  sail 
of  emigrants,  containing  in  all  about  1,500  men,  women 
and  children,  and  arrived  at  Salem  on  the  14th  day  of 
June,  1630. 

Thomas  was  a  Puritan  and  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  first  church  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  He 
was  made  a  freeman  March  4,  1633/4;  and  on  April  23, 
1634,  married  Grace,  daughter  of  Waiter  Palmer,  both 
of  whom  had  also  come  from  England  in  1629.  Of  this 
union,  13  children  were  bom,  7  married,  6  of  whom 
had  families,  and  the  vast  number  of  their  descendants 
is  indicative,  to  some  extent  at  least,  not  only  of  their 
sturdy  characters  and  rugged  constitutions,  but  of  many 
others  of  those  early  Puritans.  Descendants  of  the  name 
(children  of  the  men)  number  almost  8,000 ;  while  those 
of  the  women,  who  have  married  into  other  families, 
run  close  to,  if  not  beyond  the  150,000  mark.  Like 
many  old  New  England  families,  these,  living  to-day, 
may  be  found  in  every  State  in  the  Union  and  in  every 
Province  of  Canada ;  and  as  this  family  history  runs  al¬ 
most  as  many  years  prior  to  the  Constitution  as  the  Re¬ 
public  is  old,  its  members  may  be  found  in  very  many 
phases  of  American  history. 

Thomas  was  the  second  son  of  Clement  Minor  of 
Chew  Magna,  Somerset  Co.,  England,  and  was  of  the 
10th  generation  from  Henry  Miner,  a  well-to-do  mine 
operator  in  Somerset  Co.,  whose  loyalty  to  King  Edward 
III  was  recognized  and  signally  rewarded  by  that  mon¬ 
arch  with  a  coat  of  arms. 

It  appears  that  the  name  had  been  variously  spelled 
by  children  of  different  generations  between  Henry  and 
Thomas,  such  as  Miner,  Minor,  Mynor  and  Myner;  and 
all  of  these  appear  in  the  plural  as  well  as  the  singular 
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form.  Henry  of  Edward  Ill’s  time  spelled  the  name 
Miner,  while  Thomas  the  Immigrant  wrote  his  signature 
as  Minor. 

Family  records  indicate  that  the  descendants  of 
Thomas  Minor  and  Grace  Palmer  spelled  the  name  as 
Minor  until  about  the  year  1750  A.D.,  when  there  began 
to  appear  in  a  number  of  families  in  America  a  noticeable 
drift  in  the  spelling  from  Minor  to  Miner.  Probably 
this  was  largely  influenced  by  the  “Herauldical  Essay” 
that  a  humorous  English  Genealogist  prepared  to  ac¬ 
company  the  family  tree  which  was  forwarded  to 
Thomas  the  Immigrant  about  the  year  1683.  In  it,  after 
a  somewhat  lengthy  dissertation  on  the  subiect  of 
Heraldry  and  a  description  of  the  “Miner  Coat  of 
Arms,”  he  wrote  the  playful  supposition  that  Henry 
Miner’s  name  before  receiving  Kingly  honors  may  have 
been  “Bullman,”  but  carefully  made  the  further  admis¬ 
sion  that  as  to  this  he  did  not  know.  *Burke,  an  ex¬ 
cellent  authority  on  heraldry,  rays  there  were  Myners 
and  Mynors  in  England  from  the  davs  of  the  Norman 
Conquest  and  Battle  Abbev.  It  would  therefore  appear 
as  though  the  genealogist’s  supposition  is  quite  apt  to 
be  an  error,  in  point  of  fact.  The  “Herauldical  Essay” 
referred  to  was  handed  down  from  father  to  son  of  the 
Minor  or  Miner  name,  those  remaining  at  the  homestead 
at  Quiambaug  (Stonington,  Conn.)  until  1847,  when  it 
was  placed  with  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society  at 
Hartford,  Conn,  for  preservation.  (See  Diary  of  Man- 
asseh  Minor — edited  by  F.  D.  Miner  1915.) 

(*See  The  General  Armory  of  England,  Scotland,  Ire¬ 
land  and  Wales  by  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  C.  B.,  LL.  B. 
London  1878.,  wherein  we  find:  “Mynors-Treago  Co., 
Hereford — there  since  the  Conquest  and  descended  from 
one  of  the  companions  in  arms  of  William  I.,  whose  name 
appears  on  the  roll  of  Battle  Abbey.”) 

(See  also  Wm.  &  Mary  College  Qtrly  magazine  Vol. 
8,  p.  247.) 

No  complete  history  or  genealogy  of  the  descendants 
of  Thomas  Minor  and  Grace  Palmer  has  ever  been  pub¬ 
lished,  but  references  to  various  members  or  branches, 
of  both  men  and  women,  may  be  found  in  several 
thousand  volumes.  The  published  works  containing 
more  or  less  fragmentary  lists  of  the  name  are:  History 
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of  Stonington,  Conn.,  by  Hon.  Richard  A.  Wheeler; 
History  of  Ancient  Woodbury,  by  Wm.  Cothren :  Brown 
Gen.,  by  Cyrus  Henry  Brown;  Babcock  Gen.,  by  Stephen 
Babcock;  Chesebrough  Gen.,  by  A.  C.  Wildey;  Grant 
Gen.,  by  A.  H.  Grant;  one  Branch  of  the  Miner  Family 
by  Lillian  Lounsberry  (Miner)  Selleck;  Avery  Gen.: 
History  of  Stratford  and  Bridgeport,  Conn,  by  Rev. 
Samuel  Orcutt;  History  of  New  London,  Conn.,  by  F.  M. 
Calkins,  1852;  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Registers;  New  York  Gen.,  and  Biographical  Records; 
local  town  and  county  histories,  etc. 

There  is  another  important  family,  surname  Minor, 
(though  probably  much  less  in  number)  in  the  United 
States,  whose  ancestor  was  one  Minor  Doodes.  Benia¬ 
min  Blake  Minor,  LL.  D.,  of  Virginia,  writing  of  him  in 
1903  says:  “Meindort  Doodes  was  a  sea  captain  from 
Holland,  of  good  character,  who  prospered  in  trading 
in  Virginia,  liked  the  country  and  resolved  to  settle  in 
it.  In  the  meantime,  Meindort  had  become  changed 
(probably  through  Meinheer)  to  Minor.  So  that  in  1673 
and  again  in  1675  he  was  naturalized  by  the  House  of 
Burgesses  by  the  name  of  Minor  Doodes.  On  both 
occasions,  his  son  was  also  naturalized  as  Doodes  Minor, 
the  less  or  younger.  Afterward  this  younger  Doodes 
adopted  Minor  as  his  surname.”  (See  Va.  Magazine 
of  History  and  Biography  Volume  11,  Page  207.) 
A  fairly  complete  genealogy  of  this  family  published  in 
1923  entitled  ‘‘The  Minor  family  of  Virginia,”  may  be 
found  in  the  larger  Public  Libraries  of  the  country.  For 
the  sake  of  distinction  and  derivation  this  is  mentioned. 
Several  instances,  due  to  intermarriage,  have  been  found 
where  descendants  may  trace  their  lines  back  to  both  the 
English  and  the  Dutch  ancestors. 

But  there  were  also  English  families  in  Virginia  and 
other  southern  States  by  the  name  of  Minor  in  pre-Revo- 
lutionary  days.  And  it  is  quite  probable  that  these  were 
descendants  of  Thomas  Minor  and  Grace  Palmer,  for 
records  in  the  north  remain  unfilled  as  to  the  destiny 
of  persons  of  similar  name.  Some  have  been  so  traced 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  proof  will  yet  be  found  to 
definitely  determine  the  American  ancestors  of  the 
others.  There  are  also  a  few  families  in  the  U.  S.  carry¬ 
ing  the  name,  children  of  later  emigrations  from  Eng- 
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land,  Germany  and  other  countries,  but  their  entrance 
to  this  country,  as  a  rule,  is  not  difficult  to  trace. 

In  1634  the  younger  Winthrop  formed  a  company  and 
went  with  these  to  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  among  them 
was  Thomas  Minor.  In  1643  Winthrop  moved  to  form 
a  settlement  at  Pequot  (now  New  London,  Conn.),  and 
Thomas  Minor  was  again  among  his  associates  remov¬ 
ing  there  with  his  family  in  1646.  Thomas  took  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  new  settle¬ 
ment  and  was  elected  one  of  the  townsmen  in  1646.  In 
1650  Thomas  with  Jonathan  Brewster  were  elected 
deputies  to  the  General  Court  at  Hartford  from  Pequot, 
this  being  the  first  representation  which  the  town  had 
enjoyed.  Mr.  Minor  was  again  elected  deputy  in  1651 
and  was  also  appointed  by  the  General  Court,  as  Mili¬ 
tary  Sergeant  for  New  London. 

The  first  male  child  bom  in  New  London,  Conn.,  waa 
ManassSh  Minor,  born  April  23,  1647,  son  of  Thomas 
Minor  and  Grace  Palmer  his  wife;  a  daughter  of  Joshua 
Hempstead  being  the  first  child.  The  first  registered 
death  in  Pequot  was  that  of  Ann  Minor,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Grace.  She  was  bom  April  28,  1649;  died 
August  13,  1652. 

In  1652  Thomas  Minor  sold  his  property  in  New 
London  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Mystic,  Conn., 
locating  on  a  farm  which  he  had  purchased  of  Cary 
Latham.  He  erected  a  dwelling  house  and  here  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  Oct.  23,  1690.  aged 
83  years.  His  wife  Grace  died  the  same  year  and  both 
were  buried  at  Wequetequock,  the  ancient  burial  ground 
of  Stonington.  His  property  is  still  owned  by  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  name. 

After  Mr.  Minor  moved  to  Quiambaug  (Stonington) 
he  was  elected  magistrate,  deputy  selectman,  chief  mili¬ 
tary  officer  and  held  almost  every  public  office  in  the 
town.  In  his  manuscript  diary  under  date  of  April  24, 
1669,  he  wrote:  “I,  Thomas  Minor,  am  by  my  account 
60  years  old.  I  was  by  the*  Town  of  Stonington  this 
year  chosen  to  be  a  Selectman,  the  Town  Treasurer,  the 
Town’s  Recorder,  the  brander  of  horses;  by  the  General 
Court,  recorded  the  head  officer  of  the  Trainband,  by 
the  same  court,  one  of  the  four  that  have  charge  of  the 
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Militia  of  the  whole  County,  and  chosen  and  sworn  Con^ 
missioner  and  one  to  assist  in  keeping  the  Count* 
Court.  ” 

In  1677  Thomas  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  (Congregational)  at  Stonington  and 
was  one  of  the  first  two  Deacons. 

To  commemorate  the  250th  anniversary'  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Stonington  by  William  Chesebrough  in  1649. 
a  monument  was  erected  and  dedicated  in  1899  25 
Wequetequock.  On  its  four  sides  respectively  are  the 
names:  William  Chesebrough,  Thomas  Minor,  Walter 
Palmer  and  Thomas  Stanton.  (See  Weq.  B.  G.  Ass’s 
Record  A.  D.  1899.) 

Descendants  of  Thomas  Minor  and  Grace  Palmer  hk 
wife,  trace  their  ancestry  back  through  one  or  more  of 
their  children  as  follows : 

I.  John  Minor,  who  married  Elizabeth  Booth. 
They  removed  to  Stratford  and  later  John  Minor 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  settlement  of  Wood- 

.  bury,  Conn.,  whither  the  family  went.  The  ancesr 
tral  home  there  is  still  owned  by  one  of  his  descend¬ 
ants.  John  was  an  interpreter  to  the  Indians,  a 
Justice  of  the  Quorum  among  the  magistrates,  i 
Captain  in  the  Militia,  and  a  Deacon  in  the  Church. 
All  the  Indian  deeds  in  this  region  were  executed 
before  him.  He  had  been  town  clerk  of  Stratford. 
Conn.,  for  10  years  from  1666  and  held  the  same 
office  in  Woodbury  for  30  years,  and  for  20  years 
was  a  member  of  the  General  Court. 

Grace,  daughter  of  John  Minor  and  Elizabeth 
Booth  his  wife,  married  Samuel  Grant,  son  of  Mat¬ 
thew  Grant,  and  thus  became  the  American  Ances¬ 
tress  of  General  U.  S.  Grant,  Pres.  U.  S..  A.  Matt¬ 
hew  Grant  and  family  also  emigrated  to  America 
300  years  ago — landing  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  Mar 
30,  1630,  from  the  ship  “Mary  &  John”;  from  there 
they  migrated  to  Windsor,  Conn. 

Samuel  Grant  and  Grace  Minor  his  wife  are  also 
ancestors  of  several  of  the  illustrious  members  of 
the  Wolcott  and  Ellsworth  families  of  Conn.  Fcx 
connections  and  brief  personal  histories  of  Hon 
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William  Wolcott,  of  E.  Windsor;  Hon.  Oliver  Ells¬ 
worth,  Gov.,  U.  S.  Senator,  Chief  Justice  of  Conn., 
the  3rd  Chief  Justice  of  the  U.  S.  during  Wash¬ 
ington’s  administration,  personal  friend  of  President 
Washington,  and  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Napoleon 
I.;  Gov.  Wm.  Wolcott  Ellsworth  of  Conn.,  whose 
wife  was  Emily  Webster,  daughter  of  Noah  Web¬ 
ster  the  Lexicographer;  Henry  Leavitt  Ellsworth, 
U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Patents:  etc.,  see  the  Abbott 
Gen.,  by  Major  L.  A.  Abbott,  U.  S.  Army-1906. 

II.  Clement  Minor  married  first,  Frances  (Bur- 
cham)  Willev;  second,  Martha  Wellman.  He  was  a 
Captain  in  King  Phillip’s  War  in  A.  D.  1683.  They 
settled  in  New  London  and  are  the  ancestors  of 
most  of  the  family  who  bore  the  name,  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  New  London  and  Lyme  in  pre-Revolutionary 
days. 

^  III.  Ephraim  Minor  married  Hannah  Avery. 
They  settled  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  where  they  re¬ 
sided  the  remainder  of  their  days.  He  was  a  farmer. 

>  IV.  Dr.  Joseph  Minor  married  first,  Mary 
Avery;  second,  Mrs.  Bridget  (Chesebrough^ 
Thompson.  They  settled  in  Stonington  and  resided 
there  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  He  was  both 
farmer  and  physician. 

V.  Manasseh  Minor  married  Elizabeth  (Lydia) 
Moore.  They  settled  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Quiambaug  (Stonington)  Conn.,  for  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  He  was  Deacon  of  the  1st  Congre¬ 
gational  Church  of  Stonington  from  March  12,  1701 
until  his  death  August  22,  1728/9.  His  successors 
on  the  farm  for  several  generations  were  Deacons 
in  the  same  old  Church. 

VI.  Hannah  Minor  married  Thomas  Avery. 
They  settled  in  New  London,  Conn. 

Much  of  the  value  and  fascination  in  any  family  his¬ 
tory,  as  in  a  nation’s  history,  comes  from  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  its  outstanding  characters  and  their  varied  indi¬ 
vidual  contributions  to  the  welfare  of  all.  Yet  in  this 
article  space  forbids  any  lengthy  biographical  essays 
or  statements  on  individual  descendants,  or  even  a  gen- 
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ealogical  arrangement  of  names;  but  we  purpose  to  men¬ 
tion  a  few,  more  or  less  in  chronological  order,  whose 
personalities  or  achievements  have  to  an  appreciable  ex¬ 
tent  marked  and  influenced  some  of  the  more  prominent 
or  otherwise  important  events  or  phases  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  our  national  life.  Many  events  and  movements 
of  much  consequence  and  numerous  worthy  persons 
must  of  necessity  be  omitted,  much  to  our  regret. 

John  Minor  the  eldest  son,  and  John  Stanton,  having 
early  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  Indian  dialects  in 
which  they  conversed  with  ease  and  fluency  were  sent 
in  1654  to  Hartford  to  be  educated  at  the  expense  of  the 
Colony  of  Conn. — the  intention  being  to  prepare  them 
as  preachers  of  the  Gospel  to  the  Indians.  “This  ac¬ 
tion,”  says  Hinman,  marks  the  beginning  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  cause  in  Connecticut,  nothing  previous  appears 
from  the  records  to  have  been  done  preparatory  to 
Christianizing  the  Indians,  except  to  suffer  them  in 
small  numbers  to  attend  their  meetings  for  worship.” 
(See  1  Trumbull’s  Colonial  Records  265  ;  vol.  2  Records 
United  Colonies.)  Neither  followed  out  the  plan  of  the 
Colony  after  leaving  Hartford,  but  both  became  useful 
men  in  the  Colony,  turned  their  education  to  good  use 
and  were  often  called  upon  to  interpret  and  settle  ques¬ 
tions  between  the  white  settlers  and  the  Indians. 

Among  the  names  of  Stonington  men-  who  served  in 
the  Colonial  Indian  Wars  of  New  England,  we  find  the 
names  of  Lt.  Thomas  Minor  and  his  sons  Manasseh, 
Ephraim,  Joseph,  Samuel  and  Clement.  John  Minor  also 
served  but  from  the  town  of  Stratford  and  later  from 
Woodbury. 

After  the  expulsion  of  the  Acadians,  emigration  from 
New  England  to  the  maritime  colonies  of  New  Bruns¬ 
wick  and  Nova  Scotia  was  encouraged  by  the  British 
authorities  and  several  thousand  people  were  thus  per¬ 
suaded,  among  them  several  of  the  name  Minor,  as  well 
as  some  descendants  of  the  female  lines. 

Other  pre-Revolutionary  War  emigrations  took  citi¬ 
zens  of  Connecticut  into  Massachusetts,  Maine,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  several  of  the 
southern  colonies,  and  in  these  States  many  of  their 
decendants  may  today  be  found.. 
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The  wife  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Punderson,  the  first  Epis¬ 
copal  Missionary  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  was  Hannah 
Minor. 

Rev.  Stephen  West,  b.  1735,  was  a  very  distinguished 
theological  writer  of  this  period. 

In  the  Revolutionary  War  more  than  1 00  of  the  name 
of  Minor  or  Miner  may  be  found  on  the  volunteer  rolls 
of  the  various  Colonies,  besides  several  hundred  descen¬ 
dants  on  the  female  side.  It  is  fitting  to  recall  that 
Thomas  Minor,  a  direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Minor 
the  Immigrant  (through  his  son  Clement)  was  among 
those  killed  by  the  British  troops  at  the  storming  of 
Ft.  Griswold  (Battle  of  Groton  Heights)  on  the  6th 
of  Sept.  1781.  Other  descendants  were  also  among  the 
casualties.  Captain  Oliver  Avery  and  family  were  early 
settlers  on  the  beautiful  Deerfield  River  in  Mass.,  and 
some  of  his  family  suffered  as  did  all  the  Deerfield  cap¬ 
tives  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  The  Minor  family  also 
had  its  representatives  in  the  massacre  in  the  Valley  of 
Wyoming,  Pa.,  as  well  as  in  all  the  battles  of  the  war. 
Captain  Thomas  Minor  (whom  it  is  quite  probable  was 
a  descendant  of  Thomas  Minor  and  Grace  Palmer, 
through  their  son  Ephraim)  was  Aide-de-camp  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Edward  Stevens,  at  the  siege  and  surrender  of 
Yorktown:  this  family  is  closely  related  to  the  Taylors 
of  Virginia,  who  gave  to  the  country  two  Presidents: 
James  Madison  and  Zachary  Taylor. 

The  story  of  Stephen  Minor  reads  like  fiction.  A 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  he  visited  New  Orleans  in  1780 
to  obtain  military  supplies  for  the  American  posts  on  the 
Ohio  and  the  Monongahela.  Returning  he  narrowly  es¬ 
caped  death.  Later  he  secured  a  position  in  the  Spanish 
Army,  was  commissioned  a  Captain,  became  Governor 
of  the  District  of  Natchez,  succeeding  Gayoso,  repre¬ 
sented  the  Spanish  Government  on  the  Boundary  Com¬ 
mission  and  when  Spain  finally  evacuated  the  country, 
he  resigned  his  Commission,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  U.  S.  and  settled  in  what  is  now  known  as  Adams 
Co.,  Miss.  He  never  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Spanish 
authorities  and  was  of  invaluable  service  during  the  last 
days  of  Spanish  rule  in  Mississippi  and  the  early  day9 
under  the  U.  S.  Government.  His  descendants  still  may 
be  found  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana. 
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After  the  Revolutionary  War  and  almost  continuously 
throughout  the  19th  century,  in  all  the  great  migratory 
movements,  as  new  lands  were  opened  up,  descendants 
of  the  Minor  family  trekked:  to  Vermont.  New  York, 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  New  Hampshire,  Michigan,  Indiana, 
Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  futher  west,  north  and 
south.  It  is  but  natural  then  to  find  references  in  the 
local  histories  of  many  towns  and  counties  over  the 
country,  wherein  a  descendant  is  mentioned  as  the  first 
white  child  born  there,  or  was  the  first  farmer,  post¬ 
master,  physician,  lawyer,  etc. 

Azel  Backus  D.  D.  (1765-1816)  was  the  First  Pres¬ 
ident  of  Hamilton  College. 

In  the  War  of  1812,  the  list  of  descendants,  who  vol¬ 
unteered  for  service  is  very  long,  and  it  is  at  least  inter¬ 
esting  to  recall  that  Stonington  was  again  bombarded 
in  1814  by  the  British  in  this  second  War  for  Independ¬ 
ence.  Major-General  William  Williams  (descended 
through  Hannah  Minor  and  Thomas  Avery)  served  at 
this  battle;  he  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Nor¬ 
wich  (Conn.)  Free  Academy.  Phineas  Stanton  (1780- 
1842)  a  descendant  through  Joseph  Minor,  served  as 
Major  on  the  staff  of  Lt.-Col.  Winfield  Scott,  was  sev¬ 
erely  wounded  while  going  to  Scott’s  aid  at  Queens¬ 
town  Heights,  and  was  captured  at  Lundy’s  Lane.  After 
the  war  he  was  placed  in  command  of  all  the  troops  of 
the  State  Militia  in  Western  New  York,  with  the  rank 
of  Major-General. 

Dr.  Thomas  Minor  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Medical  School  at  Yale. 

Hon.  Joseph  Conant  Avery,  b.  1817,  and  family  early 
pushed  into  the  far  west,  located  and  founded  the  pres¬ 
ent  town  of  Corvallis,  Oregon. 

It  is  fitting  here  to  recall  the  beginning  of  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Foreign  Missionary  Movement  in  America,  in  the 
sending  of  Adoniram  Judson  (descendant  of  John  Mi¬ 
nor)  the  Baptist  Missionary  to  Burma.  Other  descen¬ 
dants  have  gone  to  many  lands  since  then,  but  who 
shall  deny  that  Adoniram  and  his  brave  wives  helped 
immensely  to  pave  the  way  for  other  workers  in  this 
great  cause. 
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Descendants  may  be  found  in  almost  all  the  Christian 
denominations  and  it  has  furnished  a  long  list  of  active 
ministers  and  leaders  in  all  periods. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  “Patriot  War”  in  Canada  in 
1837,  the  “Junta”  in  Buffalo  appointed  Hon.  Amos 
Avery  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  patriot  forces, 
which  they  were  raising  on  this  side,  with  which  to  in¬ 
vade  and  capture  Canada ;  but  as  their  numbers  were 
very  small,  he  refused  to  do  more  than  aid  in  preserv¬ 
ing  the  peace  on  the  line,  while  the  more  zealous  and 
impetuous  subordinates  with  a  few  volunteers  who 
pushed  across  were  arrested  and  sent  to  prison.  (See 
Avery  Gen.) 

In  the  Mexican  War  many  followed  the  flag  under 
General  Scott  to  Mexico,  and  this  war  appears  to  have 
been  largely  preparatory  to  a  greater  struggle  yet  to 
come  at  home. 

Hon.  Noyes  Billings  was  Lt-Gov.  of  Conn,  in  1846. 

Hon.  William  Thomas  Minor  was  Gov.  of  Conn.  1855- 
57.  In  1864  he  was  appointed  by  Pres.  Lincoln.  Con¬ 
sul-General  to  Havana,  which  office  he  filled  until  1867: 
returning  to  the  U.  S.,  he  was  elected  to  the  Conn. 
Legislature,  and  by  that  body  appointed  Judge  of  the 
Sup.  Ct.  of  Conn. 

Among  the  advocates  of  anti-slavery,  and  an  early 
exponent  of  the  temperance  movement  was  Rev.  Alonzo 
Ames  Miner — the  noted  Universalist  divine  and  long¬ 
time  Pres,  of  Tufts  College  at  Boston;  and  Miss  Myr- 
tilla  Miner,  who  became  interested  in  the  anti-slavery 
movement  and  in  1851  founded  the  Miner  Normal 
School  for  colored  girls  in  Washington,  D.  C.  For  many 
years  she  devoted  all  her  time  and  energy  to  the  im¬ 
provement  and  elevation  of  colored  people  and  was  sub¬ 
jected  to  severe  persecution  in  consequence. 

The  Civil  War! — on  both  sides  of  that  terrific  strug¬ 
gle,  are  long  lists  both  of  the  male  and  of  the  female 
lines. — and  many  paid  the  “last  full  measure  of  devo¬ 
tion;”  on  almost  every  battlefield  one  or  more  were 
killed.  The  longer  list  of  descendants  enlisting  natural¬ 
ly  was  that  on  the  side  of  the  north  and  the  star  most 
brilliant  was  that  of  General  Grant. 
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At  the  surrender  of  Generel  Lee,  Charles  Clifton 
Tompkins,  who  had  served  the  C.  S.  A.,  from  1861  to 
1865  was  a  Captain  on  Staff  duty,  there  met  his  cousin 
Peter  Todd  Hudson,  who  served  on  the  Staff  of  General 
Grant  with  the  rank  of  Lt.  Col.  Charles,  Peter  and 
General  Grant  were  first  cousins  and  all  of  them  descen¬ 
dants  of  Thomas  Minor  and  Grace  Palmer  (through 
their  son  John)  See  the  Grant  Family  Genealogy — . 
A.  H.  Grant. 

But  the  Minor  Family  was  also  indirectly  represented 
there  in  another  person :  Mary  Paine  Stebbins  (a  Minor 
descendant  through  Clement)  had  married  Albert  Henry 
Campbell  in  1847.  He  was  an  engineer  and  at  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Civil  War  had  cast  his  fortune  on  the  side 
of  the  Confederacy.  He  joined  the  Confederate  army 
as  Lt.  of  Engineers  under  General  Stevens,  Chief  En¬ 
gineer  of  the  Confederate  Government.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  Captain  and  then  to  Major  and  had  charge  of 
the  topographical  department  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia.  The  war  maps  of  that  army  were  gotten  up 
by  him  and  under  his  supervision  and  were  submitted 
to  him  for  approval  before  they  were  issued.  He  was 
a  warm  personal  friend  of  General  Lee,  was  with  him 
at  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  spent  the  entire  day 
with  him  at  the  surrender  at  Appomattox.  (See  Steb¬ 
bins  Gen.  by  Geeenlee.) 

The  family  was  also  there  in  other  capacities,  wit¬ 
nessing  this  great  event;  among  them  being  the  Rev. 
Augustus  Alvord  (descended  through  John)  as  Chaplain 
of  the  31st  U.  S.  Colored  troops.  (See  Alvord  Gen.) 

Another  descendant,  who,  though  born  in  the  north, 
yet  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  Confederacy  was  James 
Griffiths  Miner — friend  of  General  Sam.  Houston  of 
Texas,  served  under  General  Taylor  in  the  Mexican 
War,  manufactured  the  first  steel  rails  produced  in  the 
U.  S.,  was  an  inventor,  one  time  owner  of  the  Cambria 
Iron  Works,  Johnstown,  Pa.  Prior  to  the  Civil  War 
he  purchased  the  controlling  interest  in  the  famous 
Tredegar  Iron  Works  of  Richmond,  Va.,  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Confederate  Ordnance  Department, 
served  for  a  time  as  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  Navy,  later  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  railroads 
fqr  the  Confederate  Government.  He  invested  all  his 
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wealth  in  Confederate  securities  and  the  war’s  close 
found  him  penniless.  (See  Appleton’s  Annual  Cyc. 
1901 ;  Harper’s  Encyc.  U.  S.  History  1912.) 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Wright  Minor  (1840-1928)  (de¬ 
scended  through  Clement)  was  one  of  the  number  of 
Civil  War  volunters  who  remained  with  the  armv.  He 

j 

was  commissioned  Captain  in  the  U.  S.  Regulars  at  its 
close.  For  service  in  the  Indian  Wars  on  the  western 
plains  was  advanced  to  Major.  He  was  decorated  for 
gallantry  in  action  at  Santiago,  Cuba  on  July  1,  1898 
and  promoted  to  Lt.  Col.  He  went  to  the  Philippine 
Islands  and  was  acting  Military  Governor  of  the  Island 
of  Guam.  Retired  in  1903,  after  40  years  of  service, 
with  the  rank  of  Brig.  Gen. 

In  the  World  War,  Brig.  Gen.  Asher  Miner  (also  a 
descendant  through  Clement)  of  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa.,  was 
Colonel  of  the  109th  F.  A.,  A.  E.  F.  France  from  May 
to  Dec.  1918  at  Fismes,  Vesle,  Meuse  and  the  Argonne. 
He  was  wounded  in  the  face  and  suffered  amputation 
of  the  left  leg — was  appointed  Brig.  Gen.  Pa.  N.  G. 
53rd  F.  A.  Brigade,  Oct.  4th  and  was  awarded  the  D.  S. 
C.  and  the  D.  S.  M. 

Anne  Parker  Miner’s  war  time  activities  and  her  im¬ 
mediate  interests  and  relations  are  quite  ably  set  forth 
in  Vol.  19  of  the  Encyclopedia  of  American  Biography 
published  in  1924. 

John  D.  Rockefeller  (a  descendant  through  Ephraim) 
is  so  well  known  throughout  the  world,  comment  is 
scarcely  necessary.  His  organizing  ability  stands  very 
high  in  American  business  enterprises,  but  his  success 
has  not  spoiled  him.  His  sincere  and  lofty  motives  are 
evident  alike  from  his  daily  life  and  his  wide  benefac¬ 
tions.  A  man  in  whom  praise  has  not  rendered  a  false 
pride  nor  whom  adverse  criticism  could  overthrow. 

Benjamin  Adam  Armstrong  (1843-1929)  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  dean  of  the  silk  industry  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  He  learned  the  business  in  youth  while  working 
for  the  Williams  Silk  Co.  In  1867  he  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  James  P.  Brainerd  under  the  firm  name 
of  Brainerd  &  Armstrong,  and  the  company  remained 
active  until  it  was  merged  with  the  Corticelli  Silk  Co., 
in  1922.  He  devoted  68  years  of  his  life  to  this  industry. 
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The  list  of  prominent  men  in  various  peaceful  activ¬ 
ities  is  too  Ions:  even  merely  to  ennumerate  here,  but 
the  following  picked  at  random  are  added  to  enable  the 
reader  to  obtain  a  view  of  the  widely  diversified  inter¬ 
ests  to  which  descendants  have  applied  themselves  with 
fair  success,  yet  most  of  these  listed  have  had  other 
important  interests  and  the  brief  mention  made  is  but 
a  slight  intimation  of  their  fields  of  work  and  influence. 
(Names  already  mentioned  are  here  omitted  and  no 
separation  is  made  between  the  living  and  those  who 
have  passed  beyond.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many 
names,  important  and  worthy,  must  also  be  here 
omitted)  : 

Hon.  George  Cooper  Pardee  was  Gov.  of  California 
1903-6. 

Hon.  Joel  Minor — was  Judge  of  Supreme  Court  of 
Texas. 

Hon.  James  Alvin  Miner — Supreme  Ct.  Utah  1891- 
1902;  Chief  Justice  1901-2. 

Gen.  Don  Albert  Pardee — U.  S.  Circuit  Judge  5th 
Judicial  Dist.  (1881-1919)  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Garrick  Mallory  (1784-1866) — Pres.  Judge  3rd  Ju¬ 
dicial  Dist.  (1831-6)  in  Pennsylvania. 

Gen.  Robert  Avery,  b.  1839 — Civil  War  Veteran 
Judge  Advocate,  lawyer,  R.  R.  Official. 

John  R.  Bennett,  (1820-1899) — Circuit  Ct.  Judge 
Wis.,  for  16  years. 

•  Wm.  Egles  Pardee — Judge  Appellate  Ct.,  9th  Dist. 
Ohio. 

Col.  Joseph  Minor  (1672-1774)  Probate  Judge 
Woodbury,  Conn.,  for  30  years. 

Zebulon  West  (1707-1770) — Probate  Judge,  Tol¬ 
land,  Conn.,  11  years;  and  Judge  Hartford  Co. 
Court. 

Cornelius  Minor  (1821-1882) — Surrogate,  New 
York  City. 

Eliphalet  S.  Miner  (1818-  )  County  Judge 

(Juneau  &  Adams  Co.)  Michigan. 
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John  Miner — Police  Judge  Detroit  12  years — Con¬ 
gressman  1891-2  from  Detroit. 

Ahiman  Lewis  Miner  (d.  1886) — Lawyer;  11  years 
Probate  Judge;  9  years  Vt.  State  Legislature; 
5  years  State’s  Attorney;  2  years  Member  of 
Congress. 

Matthew  Minor  (1801-1839) — Congressman  and 
Senator  from  Conn. 

Edward  Sloman  Minor — Congressman  from  Wis¬ 
consin  1895-1903. 

Phineas  Miner,  (1777-1839) — Member  of  Congress 
from  Conn. 

Henry  Minor  Huxley — is  a  Patent  Lawyer,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois. 

Orlin  H.  Miner,  (1825-1879) — State  Auditor,  Ill. 
1864-1869. 

Benjamin  Blake  Minor,  Lawyer,  Editor,  Pres.  Univ. 
of  Missouri  1860. 

\ 

George  Roberts  Miner,  (1862-1918)  Editor  Cosmo¬ 
politan  Magazine  1896-1900;  London  Corres¬ 
pondent  N.  Y.  Herald  1902-1908;  later  Sun¬ 
day  Editor  New  York  Sun. 

John  Fanning  Watson,  (1779-1Q60) — War  Dep’t 
Commissary,  Bank  Cashier;  R.  R.  Official; 
Book  Publisher;  Author  of  the  “Annals  of 
Philadelphia,”  “History  of  New  York,”  etc. 

James  Burt  Miner — Prof.  Psychology  Univ.  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Lexington. 

Asher  Miner  (1778-1841) — Wilkes  Barre,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Newspaper  Publisher. 

Charles  Miner  (1780-1865) — Wilkes  Barre,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Publisher;  Author:  wrote  “History  of 
the  Wyoming  Valley  Massacre.”  Member  of 
Congress. 

Wm.  Harvey  Miner — Author  and  Publisher  of 

several  volumes  on  the  North  American  In¬ 
dians. 
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Col.  Garrick  Mallory,  (1831-  )  edited  several 

works — issued  officially  by  the  U.  S.  Govern¬ 
ment  on  the  ethnology  of  the  North  American 
Indian. 

Henry  B.  Miner,  (1843-  )  for  many  years  was 

the  honored  Master  of  Edward  Everett  School 
in  Boston. 

Richard  B.  Averv.  (1831-  )  Newspaper  Repor¬ 

ter;  Officer  Civil  War;  Special  Agent  Southern 
Claims  Commission. 

Mary  Richards  (Miner)  Hall,  (1815-1882) — Writer 
of  prose  and  poetry. 

Celeste  Mary  Augusta  (Hall)  Winslow,  (1837-  ) 

well-known  as  a  poetess  and  contributor  to 
periodical  literature. 

Charlton  Miner  Lewis — Author  and  Prof.  English 
Literature  at  Yale  University. 

Hon.  Richard  Anson  Wheeler — Author  and  compi¬ 
ler  of  the  “History  of  Stonington,  Conn.” 

Maude  Emma  (Miner)  Hadden  of  New  York  City, 
is  an  authority  on  crimes  among  women. 

Abraham  Avery  (1824-1893)  was  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Rand  &  Avery  of  Boston — leading  pub¬ 
lishers  of  their  day. 

Lillian  Lounsberry  (Miner)  Selleck;  Graduate 
Nurse;  Author  of  “One  Branch  of  the  Miner 
Family”  published  in  1928. 

Oliver  Wells  (1774-1836)  and  his  son  Horace,  of 
the  Cincinnati  Type  Foundry  Co.,  contributed 
much  toward  the  development  of  the  art  of 
type  founding  and  of  the  printing-press. 

William  Avery  (1793-1840) — Invented  the  rotary 
engine.  He  built  the  machinery  for  the  first 
steamboat  on  Lake  Ontario.  He  also  held  the 
contract  to  make  the  rock  cut  on  the  Illinois 
&  Michigan  Canal,  but  died  before  its  com¬ 
pletion. 
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John  Edson  Sweet  was  the  inventor  of  the  straight- 
line  steam  engine ;  for  a  number  of  years  was 
lecturer  and  professor  at  Cornell  University; 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  of  which  he 
was  once  President. 

Anson  Avery  Sweet  and  Wm.  Avery  Sweet  were 
large  manufacturers  of  agricultural  implements 
in  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Samuel  Avery  (1812-1891)  was  an  inventor  of 
cigar  box  making  machinery,  which  was  in 
wide  use  throughout  the  country. 

Amos  Miner,  New  York  State — Patented  in  1826 
and  1828,  machinery  for  manufacturing  wood- 
enware,  etc. 

Abner  Duell  Thomas  (b.  1839)  was  a  Physician 
and  successful  inventor  and  manufacturer  of 
cotton  presses  and  other  machinery. 

Charles  Morris  Merrick — Inventor,  was  Treas.  and 
V.  P.  of  the  Standard  Horse  Nail  Co.,  New 
Brighton,  Pa. 

William  Henry  Miner  (1862-1930)  ;  Inventor  and 
manufacturer  of  a  car  coupler  and  other  rail¬ 
way  supplies,  Chicago;  interested  in  Central 
Church  and  Art  Institute,  Chicago;  erected  a 
Hospital  at  Plattsburg,  New  York;  owned  a 
large  farm  at  Chazy,  New  York. 

Loren  F.  Miner  (b.  1848) — Manufacturer  of  scales 
at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

Wm.  W.  Miner,  (b.  1841) — interested  in  New  Pro¬ 
cess  Nail  Co.,  Torrington,  Conn.;  was  a  large 
manufacturer  of  horseshoe  nails. 

Henry  A.  Miner — (b.  1835)  was  a  manufacturer  of 
sash,  doors,  etc.,  at  Bloomington,  Ill. 

Edwin  Burbank  Pike,  (b.  1866)  was  a  manufacturer 
of  grinding  wheels,  etc. 

Francis  C.  Minor,  (b.  1832)  was  a  woolen  manu¬ 
facturer  in  Vermont. 
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Robert  Miner,  (b.  1805)  was  a  mine  operator  and 
miller  in  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 

Hon.  Charles  Abbott  Miner  (1830-1903)  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa.,  Miller  and  Member  State  Legisla¬ 
ture. 

William  B.  Miner — Ft.  Collins  Colo.  Electric  Light 
Co.:  stock  raiser;  was  a  former  partner  of  Sen¬ 
ator  Warren  of  Wyoming  in  raising  sheep  and 
cattle  on  a  large  scale. 

George  Henry  Minor — New  York  City,  Lawyer, 
R.  R.  Official. 

Clark  H.  Minor — International  Gen’l  Electric  Co. 
Official. 

Thomas  Morris  Avery  (b.  1821),  was  President  of 
the  Elgin  Watch  Company,  Elgin,  Ill. 

Edward  Griffith  Miner  (1809-1900)  was  a  banker 
at  Winchester,  Ill. 

Wilbur  Edward  Miner  and  Henry  Thomas  Miner 
owned  large  timber  interests  in  Wisconsin. 

Ralph  Jay  Miner  was  a  large  wholesale  grocer  in 
New  York  City  and  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Herbert  Jay  Miner — represents  a  large  paper  man¬ 
ufacturing  concern  in  Chicago. 

James  Thomas  Pardee  (1867-  )  was  a  structu¬ 

ral  Engineer;  was  in  charge  of  bridges  and 
viaducts  and  later  of  river  and  harbor  improve¬ 
ments  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

James  Knox  Pardee,  (1843-1914)  was  engaged  in 
silver  mining  in  Utah  and  Montana. 

Joseph  Thomas  Pardee  is  with  the  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey  in  Montana. 

Sheldon  E.  Minor — grad.  Sheffield  School,  has  been 
engaged  on  river  and  harbor  improvements  in 
Cuba  and  Pennsylvania. 

Franklin  Gray  Pardee  is  a  metallurgical  engineer. 
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Harlan  Sherman  Miner — is  a  chemist  (Welsbach 
Co.,  N.  J.)  authority  on  “rare  earths;  radium; 
mesothorium ;  manufacture  and  development  of 
incandescent  lights.” 

Carl  Shelley  Miner — Chicago;  Industrial  Chem¬ 
istry:  unfermentable  residue  of  commercial 
glucose ;  manufacturer  of  furfurol  and  deriva¬ 
tions. 

Dr.  Ralph  Smith  Minor  is  Prof,  of  Physics  at  the 
Univ.  of  California. 

Dr.  John  Rice  Miner — Prof.  Biometry,  etc.,  at  John 
Hopkins  Univ.,  Baltimore. 

Dr.  Roy  Waldo  Miner — Zoology,  American  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City. 

Robert  Crannell  Minor — Artist,  (See  Lamb’s  Bio¬ 
graphical  Dictionary  of  U.  S.,  by  J.  H.  Brown 
1903 ;  page  500.) 

C.  C.  Miner — Artist  and  portrait  painter. 

Edward  Herbert  Miner — Artist,  painter  of  horses 
(See  National  Geographic  Magazine.) 

Leigh  Richmond  Miner — Illustrator,  Instructor  of 
art,  Hampton  Institute,  (1899 - .) 

Dr.  Julius  Francis  Miner  (1823-1866)  Surgeon — 
See  National  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Bio¬ 
graphy;  J.  T.  White  &  Co.,  N.  Y.  Vol.  XVI 
page  104. 

Dr.  William  Wescott  Miner  (1780-1863)  practiced 
medicine  N.  Y.  City  for  nearly  60  years. 

Dr.  Walter  Nathan  Miner — Calais,  Maine. 

Dr.  Albert  Lawrence  Miner — Surgeon,  Bellows 
Falls,  Vt. ;  Author  on  medical  subjects;  malig¬ 
nant  diseases,  cystocopy,  etc. 

Dr.  Frederick  Bingham  Miner — Expert  in  diseases 
of  children,  Flint,  Mich. 

Dr.  George  Maynard  Minor — Physician,  Waterford, 
Conn. 
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Dr.  George  Barber  Miner  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  In¬ 
surance  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  his  grand¬ 
mother  was  an  aunt  of  the  celebrated  John 
Brown  of  Kansas,  and  of  Harper’s  Ferry  fame. 

Dr.  Leroy  Matthew  Simpson  Miner,  a  descendant 
through  Manasseh  Minor, — Dean  of  Harvard 
Univ.  Dental  College;  Author  on  Oral  Surgery 
subjects,  etc. 

Miner  C.  Williams,  Sec’y,  Int’l  Comm.,  Y.  M.  C.  A.. 

New  York  City.  1588839 

Luella  Miner — Educator  and  Missionary  to  China 
since  1887;  Yencheng  Women’s  College,  Pek¬ 
ing;  writer. 

Emily  T.  Minor — Missionary  to  India,  1891-1929. 

Mrs.  Anne  Belle  (Rogers)  Minor — wife  of  Dr. 
George  Maynard  Minor, is  a  writer;  was  Pres¬ 
ident-General  of  the  D.  A.  R.  1920-23. 

Henry  Clay  Miner,  operated  the  famous  “Miner’s 
Theatre”  on  the  Bowery;  later  running  a  chain 
of  theatres  which  was  known  as  the  Century 
Circuit,  with  theatres  in  New  York  City, 
Brooklyn  and  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Selden  Minor,  (b.  1841),  was  an  ardent  admirer  of 
blooded  horses,  and  was  the  owner  of  Lady 
Launcelot  (3  year  old),  Avalon  (4  year  old) 
and  other  valuable  racers. 

William  Judson  Minor  (1844-1916)  New  York  City, 
was  an  expert  amateur  driver  and  a  great  ad¬ 
mirer  of  fine  horses;  he  won  many  prizes  on 
the  Speedway,  the  Parkway  track,  Empire 
track  and  at  Mineola.  His  favorite  pacer  was 
“Hiram  Abiff.” 

Large  numbers  are,  or  have  been,  farmers  and  in  the 
early  days  there  were  a  considerable  number  who  fol¬ 
lowed  the  sea,  as  is  evident  by  the  record  after  many 
names:  “Lost  in  a  storm  at  sea.”  The  family  is  also  well 
represented  in  the  large  financial  centers  of  the  country. 


19 


. 

CC8882 

sniri.'  oi  \  sn  'aai*  •  bns  ion  hj: s-  a  iS 

■ 

•  I  -  '  0‘:  50  I'  A  . 

■  -  a  u:  4  :,ir  I.'  irj SA  Z»M  9'^-y: 

.  S-OSII  .5  A  .G  eriJ.^o  InwidO^ndbi 

r  >  ,  £(  •  ti  i‘3j£  ;yijwoH  3f  r  ’?  jsoriT 

.;  imrl  as  nv;on?$  a*'V  .o;  ■'//  g'ntBSril  "to 

!  &  :v  •.  nt  i:b  asw  ,*  1£81  .d)  .icrnM  nsbteS 

=vA  ,(bio  i 

-.  -1  \  -  K’xi-o  In:- 

/  ( •'! •  v  )  ,  o  tT'  :i  ‘  V 

XxiBm  now  sri  snor  3f:  \o 

.  •  : ‘  U** 

•»i  r  !-•  a  a  •  ,j  a  vo  ,»ib  aioc  •  tun 

•  .  .<  >i 

noK5  b  :  i  :f.3m£it 


Many  trace  their  lines  (through  others)  to  the  signers 
of  that  immortal  document,  the  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence,  or  to  that  illustrious  band  of  Mayflower  pilgrims, 
who  likewise  signed  a  remarkable  call  to  Freedom;  a 
number  claim,  descent  from  Royalty;  but  most  of  the 
family  appear  content  to  consider  themselves  in  this  re¬ 
gard  as  humble  citizens,  ever  mindful  and  grateful  for 
privileges  and  inherited  faculties,  believing  that,  after 
all,  worth  is  not  merely  birth  but  making  the  most  of 
time,  talents  and  opportunity. 

The  list  of  college  graduates  is  very  long,  and  rare 
indeed  is  the  illiterate  person.  Most  of  them  have  aimed 
to  be  useful  and  loyal  citizens  and  many  have  demons¬ 
trated  their  willingness  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  their 
country  and  for  what  they  believed  to  be  right.  Com¬ 
paratively  few  have  been  found  to  have  fallen  away 
from  honorable  callings. 

A  strong  Christian  faith  has  prevailed  throughout  the 
past  in  all  the  branches,  and  there  are  many  evidences 
that  it  still  abides  in  great  sustaining  power.  Many  fam¬ 
ilies  have  a  strong  tendency  to  long  lives  free  from  phy¬ 
sical  and  mental  ailments.  Prior  to  the  year  1900,  di¬ 
vorces  were  very  rare,  but  since  the  opening  of  the  new 
century,  while,  as  compared  with  marriage  totals,  the 
percentage  is  yet  low,  there  has  been  a  noticeable  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number;  whether  this  tendency  will  con¬ 
tinue  and  what  its  effect  will  be  remains  to  be  seen. 

In  general,  Thomas  and  Grace  Minor  might  well  look 
down  upon  their  offspring  to-date  with  justifiable  pride; 
and  a  study  of  their  own  record  indicates  that  they 
themselves  went  far  to  fulfill  the  Biblical  injunction 
to  “do  justly,  love  mercy  and  walk  humbly  with  their 
God,”  and  this  is  evident:  the  lives  of  those  early  ances¬ 
tors  rang  true ;  the  flood  gates  were  held  in  check  and 
their  descendants  have  had  the  advantage  of  their  lives, 
work  and  example. 

If  it  were  humanly  possible  to  follow  through  the  de¬ 
scendants  to  all  their  relatives  by  blood,  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  this  one  family  since  1630  is  directly 
related  to  several  millions  of  our  citizens. 

W.  R.  Mack, 
June  1930. 
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